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Antisemitism Throughout American History 

 Antisemitism has been an ongoing issue not only in Europe, where it appears to occur the 

most, but throughout the entire world, including the United States. Many people believe 

antisemitism is no longer an issue in America and has never been a very important one. Although 

it may not seem as prominent of an issue throughout American history, antisemitism has been a 

recurring issue that has existed in America since the beginning of its time. Antisemitism, by 

definition, is hostility and hate towards Jewish people. Anti semites handle their hatred towards 

Jews by denying them the right to do something or see something that is opened to the general 

public. There have also been times throughout history where anti semites have taken their hatred 

on Jews out through acts of aggression and violence. This recurring issue distinctly goes against 

the U.S. Constitution which states that all men are created equal, because a race of people are 

being treated unfairly as though they are not equals to everyone else in the country. 

  



!  

Source: Frederick Oper, “The ‘New Transatlantic Hebrew Line,’” Puck (magazine), 1881. 

The political cartoon that was published in Puck magazine in 1881 displays many people 

crammed together on a ship that is bringing them to America. These people are clearly Jewish 

people based off of their exaggerated stereotypical features. Additionally, there is Hebrew 

writing on the side of the ship, identifying that the people are Jewish. The sarcastic caption at the 

bottom, “For the Exclusive Use of ‘The Persecuted,’” is identifying Jews as having been 

persecuted in their former country, propelling them to immigrate to America. The bird and the 

fish in the cartoon are also being grouped into this title of “the persecuted” based off of their 

facial expressions and the fact that they’re heading in the same direction the ship is going. The 

similarities between the Jewish people and the bird and the fish are a symbol to show how the 



religious group of people were treated like birds and fish. In other words, they were persecuted 

and treated like wild animals. This cartoon is meant to help people visualize how Jews were 

forced to leave Europe and immigrate to America in order to get away from persecution. The 

artist decided to illustrate the Jewish people with exaggerated stereotypes. They are showing how 

the Jewish people were pushed out of their homes in Europe and were forced to head across the 

Atlantic Ocean to America to escape antisemitism. 
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Source: Grant E. Hamilton, “Their New Jerusalem,” Judge (magazine), 1892. 

 This political cartoon, taken from an issue of Judge Magazine published in 1892, 

illustrates a time in history when Jews were being sent out of Russia due to antisemitism and 

immigrated to America. In the cartoon, there is man with a hat standing in the middle holding up 



a rolled paper that refers to an industry. This man is watching the lineup of Jewish people leave 

Russia in the east to go to the west towards New York, which is being disguised as New 

Jerusalem. The man in the middle is meant to represent Russia, since the country was kicking 

Jews out and sending them to New York. They told the Jews that they were being sent to their 

homeland of Jerusalem, but they were really being sent to New York. The little bubble on the 

right highlights Jews leaving a man with a whipping device, to show how cruel Russia was to the 

Jews as they were being sent away. The city street in the back is showing a street in New York 

City that was filled with shops. These shops all have Jewish names on it to show how once Jews 

came to New York from Russia, they prospered and began to own many shops and start new 

businesses. The little bubble on the left illustrates how the Dutch were basically taken over by 

the Jews and had to migrate to the west in order to find new places to own businesses since the 

Jews had taken their profits. This cartoon is basically showing how Jews came to America as a 

way to escape antisemitism. Little did they know that although they began to thrive when they 

first came to America, they would soon face antisemitism later in history. 
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Source: Watson Heston, “History Repeats Itself,” Sound Money (magazine), 1896. 

This political cartoon from Sound Money magazine in 1896 is showing how Americans 

thought it would be dangerous to give Jewish people roles in government. It illustrates  how 

people thought Jews would control the government from behind the scenes. This is represented 

by the two people (that are clearly Jews based off of their exaggerated stereotypical features) 

who are shoving the sponge and spear into the man standing on the crucifix. These men are 

labeled as “Wall St. Pirates.” Under the Jew on the left side of the picture that is holding the 

sponge is a quote from the New Testament that says “And they took a sponge” to describe how 

this action of taking a sponge to a person's face/mouth, is one that comes from the New 

Testament. The man on the crucifix in the middle of the cartoon is representing the United States’ 



government. This is clear by the fact that the man is wearing stripes and stars and on the two 

sides where his arms are tied, it says House and Senate, which are the two ___ that make up the 

United States’ government. Both the spear and the sponge have writing on them that say 

commands to make with the United States banking system. The sponge says “Interest on Bonds” 

and the spear says “Single Gold Standard.” The sponge is dripping after it was drenched in a 

bucket that says “Debt.” The two men in the front labeled “Democracy” and “Republicanism” 

are trying to get as much gold and silver out of the pockets of the man who is representing the 

government. This is a symbol to show how people believed that if there was a Jewish person in 

charge of the government, the United States’ political parties would be left poor and dependent 

on government funds. The picture in the top left hand corner shows a man hanging from a tree 

and it says “this is was ‘Judas’ ought to do,” meaning that these anti semitic Americans believed 

Jews should be hung rather than be given a role in government. The top right corner of the 

picture shows a United States one dollar coin that says “In God we trust.” Under the coin, there 

is a quote from the New Testament that says, “We trusted in God; let him deliver him now...” 

Next to the coin there is another quote from the New Testament that says, “And he cried in a 

loud voice saying, ‘My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?’” These two quotes are there 

to show how Americans are putting their trust in God and are fearing that if a Jew is allowed to 

play a role in the United States government, God will have abandoned them. Overall, this 

cartoon is saying that people during the time had believed that if Jews were given any sort of 

power in the country’s government, they would abuse their power and take control over the 

United States to manipulate the people into doing what they want. This idea would cause history 

to repeat itself in once again in facing someone with governmental power in the United States 



abuse Congress. It would also leave the parties penniless and in desperate need to steal gold and 

silver from the government. This cartoon illustrates how soon after Jews began to prosper in 

America as a way of overcoming antisemitism, they began to face new forms of hatred when 

non-Jewish Americans would not allow them to be a part of the United States government. 
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Source: American White Guard in California, The Project Gutenberg EBook of Secret 
Armies, 1935. 

 This image is of an ant-semitic, anti-Roosevelt handbill that was issued by the American 

White Guard in California sometime around the 1930s/40s. This handbill is sending the message 

that Jews are dangerous and bad for the United States. It’s saying that Jews should be eliminated 

and taken out of positions in public office, and also that Jews should be dominated by the Work 

Progress Administration (WPA) and State Relief Administration (SRA). The people of the 

American White Guard in California that distributed this handbill believed that Jews were a 



danger to the American government and could harm the American people’s trust in their country. 

The line at the top of the the handbill, “Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upbharon” is translated to 

“Numbered, Numbered, Weighed, Divided.” This line was taken from the Bible and is used as a 

reference to say that God has doomed the Jewish people. Although America was not believed to 

be apart of the antisemitism that occurred during the holocaust,  this handbill came from the 

American White Guard  in California during the time of the Holocaust. 

!  

Source: WXYZ- TV, 2015. 

 This picture shows a billboard that was put up in the city of Detroit in 2015. It was put up 

in honor to remember Deir Yassin, an incident that that occurred in 1948 in the Arab village of 

Deir Yassin on the westside of Jerusalem. The village was attacked by over 100 soldiers from the 

Zionist paramilitary. This sign is says “America First Not Israel” which brings up the issue of 



antisemitism. By putting this sign up, it’s sending the message that the country needs to remind 

Jews that America should come first over Israel. This sign is implying that Jews living in the 

United States today are not loyal to their country based on an incident that occurred 70 years ago 

during a tense time in Israel. Many Jewish Americans support the state of Israel as a Jewish state, 

but are still loyal Americans. This billboard, although it might seem insignificant since it is just a 

billboard on the side of a road, is a symbol for how antisemitism is still present in America even 

in the twenty-first century. 

The Reconstruction Era was a time period in American history that occurred after the 

Civil War. African Americans gained citizenship during this time but experienced severe 

discrimination. Similarly, people of Jewish heritage received harsh treatment and inequality. 

During this time, the North and South were trying to come together and rebuild America as one 

united country. A lot of compromises were made during this time between the North and South.  

New movements arose during this time, along with new issues that needed to be resolved. Many 

of these issues that came up included racism and discrimination against different races. Although 

it wasn’t a new issue that came up in America, the issue of antisemitism resurfaced during the 

Reconstruction era. This issue never totally went away, but while America was facing other 

problems with the effects of the Civil War, antisemitism wasn’t as prominent an issue for the 

country during the time. However, many individual people of Jewish heritage were still heavily 

discriminated against because of their ethnic background. During this post-Civil War era, there 

was a lot of hostility and hate towards Jews. 



 Many people in the twenty-first century believe antisemitism has never been a big issue 

that America has had faced, yet antisemitism has been a hot topic in American history for 

centuries. The issue was reborn into American history during the Reconstruction Era and has 

continued to be a massive problem in the country since that time. From hateful comments, to 

threatening acts, Jewish people have been persecuted in America for years due to their religion. 

American Jews have learned to rise above the hatred and thrive in America as proud Americans 

that are also proud Jews.


